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By JOHN sr IF. 


1 Kincs, Rix, 10. 


Fun BEEN VERY FEALOUS'FOR THE Loew Tos 
l oF. HosTs. CL 


y.) f 15:23 


IHE infinitely: great and glorious clone in 
every period period 125 e ws Joh among the 


ſons of men, to appear on his behalf, ant 
oppoſe the ſpirit and conduct of a revolted world. 
Divine wiſdom and goodneſs have been greatly dif- 
played, by properly Nee ſuch 1 forithe 
tations they were to occupy. In the front of this 
army of witneſſes for God, lah. ſtands: diſtinguiſhed 
above numbers, He lived in a period of great d | 
neracy. Corruption of manners awtully prevailed, 
even among the people of Iſrael. Ahab, a wicked, 
an idolatrous king, ſat on the throne. Idolatry, prac- 
tiſed and patronized by the court, ſpread like a torrent 
through Jo land. In oppoſition to the overwhelming 
flood, SF gab appeared to ſtand alone. But boldnets 
undaunt:d and firmneſs immoveable ſeem, in general, to 
have been eminent features in his character. True, in 
: the beginning of this chapter, we have one inſtanceof 
cowardice left on record. Terrified by the dari 
threats of the bloody Jezebel, he fled for his life. II 
ttep, it ſhould ſeem, he 5 without a divine warrant. 
or 
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mall ſee the Lord. 3 


In handling this ſubject, let us explain what we mean 
by Jealouſy for God; — add a few general obſervations; 
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For it he was called to account. The Lord ſaid unto 


him What doſt thou here, Elijah? — What ate the 
gr and beſt of men, when left unto themſelves. 
y their conduct, let us take warning. Pertinent is 


the petition of the Pſalmiſt, Hold thou nie up, and I 


ſhall be ſafe; neceſſary the caution of the Apoſtle, Let 


him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall. 


Our text, you obſerve, is part of the reply made by 


the Prophet in his own defence. In it, perhaps, ſome- 


thing may be fared. His anſwer ſeems to indicate, a 
degree of impatience under his trials, and murmuring 
that his endeavours to promote the cauſe of God, were 
unſucceſsful. Unſucceſsfulneſs in our miniſterial work, 


is indeed a heavy trial. It damps our ardor ; diſpirits 


our ſouls; and weakens our hands in the work of God. 
To publiſh our report from ſabbath to ſabbath, from 
year to year, and yet to be compelled to return lament- 
ing, Who hath believed our report, and to whom is the 
arm of the Lord revealed? is diſtreſſing. Vet we muſt 
not murmur, Fidelity and zeal, prayer and watchful- 
neſs, are our incumbent duties. Should we apparently 


labour in vain, and ſpend our ſtrength for nought, 
Aurely our judgment is with the Lord, and our work 


with our God. B os 


But though we conjecture, that in the language and 
ſpirit of Elijah, ſomething may be cenſured; we aſſert 
tf 


ere is much that ought to be commended. The tem- 
per he deſcribes exceedingly becomes all who ſuſtain a 


public character in the cauſe of Chriſt. | Vet, let none 


imagine it ſhould only be found in men immediatel: 
employed in ſacred office: it enters deep into, and 1s 
angrafted in the very ſoul of true chriſtianity. It is an 
.eflential-part of that holineſs, without which no man 


i 


ye? S % 


and point out ſome of the methods in which it will 


be diſcovered. © 
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1. Our, ſubje& muſt be explained: the meaning of 


the term Fealouſy aſcertained.. It is introduced in the 


"_ ſcriptures in various connections, and does not, 
al 


ways convey the ſame determinate idea. To be jealous 
for and of an object, are exceedingly diſtin. Jealouſ! 
of a perſon, implies a ſuſpicion of his fidelity; a ſuſ- 


picion that his character and conduct are not in reality,. 


what we expected or wiſhed. But jealouſy for God 
implies no unworthy ſuſpicion of, but on the contrary, ' 
the higheſt degree of confidence in, and eſteem of him. 


; Jealouſy: for an object, implies love to and tender 
concern for it; and includes a ſuſpicion of fome mif--. 
chievous deſign formed againſt it. Thus Paul, in his 
ſecond epiſtle to the church at Corinth, writes, I am 


Jealous over (or upon account of you) with a godly 


jealouſy. And why? What was it that kindled 


jealouſy in the boſom of the Apoſtle, over theſe Co- 


rinthian converts? He was alarmed, Leſt, as the Serpent 
deceived Eve by his ſubtilty, ſo their minds ſhould be 
corrupted from ſimplicity towards Chriſt: + he ſuſpected 
they were in danger. He thought he perceived miſ- 
chief hatching. Satan was their inveterate and politic 
foe. Well aware of his traiterous deſigns againſt theſe 
chriſtian conyerts, whoſe ſpiritual intereſts were ſo dear 
to his heart, Paul trembled leſt he ſhould gain an ad- 


vantage over them. He was jealous over them with a 
godly jealouſy.” e, 


When the Prophet uttered the language of our text, 
he ſeems to have had his eye principally upon the divine 
honour and intereſt in the World. Hence he adds, h 


children of. Iſrael have forſaken thy covenant, thrown down 


thy altars, and flain thy Prophets with the fword, and 1, 1 


only am left, and they ſeck my life to take it away. He 


1 ++ Sy Qore $5 2c; 2 i 


f + So Dr. Doddridge renders the paſſage. See his Family Expo- 
fition on the place. He adds, in a marginal note, Simplicity towards 


Chriſt, implies an entire undivided'devoredneſs to Chriſt, as the great 
Huſband Chriſtians ſhould deſire to pleaſe, and from whom they are 


9 receive law; and is with peculiar propriety oppoſed to that mix- 


re of · Judaiſm, which ſome were endeavouring to bring in among 
the Corinthians,” N | 2 | 
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ſaw God's name awfully prophaned, and his cauſe | 


greatly reduced. Tſrael had aged” in an unfaithful 
manner towards the Lord of Hoſts, and an unrighteous 
part towards his ſervants. Elijah faw Idolatry ſpread, 
where formerly the pure worſhip of God had prevailed. 
The light of divine truth which had ſhone ſo beautifully 
in this 1 world, appeared as if juſt about to be 
extinguiſhed. This he knew would be the joy of the 
heathen; the triumph of Hell. Alarming thought! 
This touched his feelings, rouzed his fears, thrilled 
through all the powers of his ſoul, kindled every ſpark 
of holy love into a flame of ſacred zeal; made him all 
eye, all ear, all attention to objects ſo dear to his inmoſt 
- ſoul.- I have been very jealous for the Lord God of 
| © Surely the exiſtence of this diſpoſition, is eſſential to 
the chriſtian character. It ſhone conſpicuouſly in the 
conduct of an incarnate Jeſus. Chriſtianity conſiſts in 
conformity to him as our great pattern. He that ſaith 
he abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk, even 
as he walked; Jealouf is the companion of love. 
Rather it is the exerciſe of love, in a particular mode. 
And, however warm our profeſſions, however ſplendid, 
in the eyes of men, our actiens, an inſpired Apoſtle- 
Hus declared in the moſt poſitive terms, that without 
love, we are nothing. Von who wear the name of 
chriſtians, have you - chriſtian hearts? where is your 
jealouſy for Chriſt? The dignity of his character is con- 
tem ned the eſſicacy of: his atoning ſacrifice is ridiculed. 
Is no the: foemer- the: object in which you glory? IS 
nat the latter the foundation. on which: you build your 
hope? An attempt, though bleſſed be God, it is in 
Win; yet an attempt te degrade the one, and demoliſh. 
_ theiotbers; muſt operate like an electric ſhack, through 
all. your ſouls. Inſtantly yow will exclaim like men 
amazed, If the foundations be deſtioyed, what can the 
CCC 
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I. A few general obſervations. upon the ſubſecl. 


1. Fealouſy for Gd will be regulated by an implicit 
regard to the wald of God. The inſpired vo 
is the divine directory, the infallible guide, to which 
you do well to take heed, as to a light that ſhineth 
in a dark place, This is the code of royal laws, 
the book of unalterable ſtatutes in'the kingdom of 
_ Chriſt. Influenced by jealouſy for God, you will con- 
fider Jeſus as a teacher ſent from above, you will ſit 
at his feet, and receive the law from his mouth. The 
Bible you will conſider as the word of Chriſt, attach- 
ment. to him, as the prophet, the great prophet of 
your profeſſion; the founder and lawgiver of y 
religion, will engage you to hear him in all things. To 
the Bible you will adhere, as the ſacred Cheft, containing 
the Oracles of God, attending to which 'you may 
- ſeparate truth from error, and ſv' receive the former, as 
the moſt ſalutary food, but reject the latter, as the 
moſt deadly poiſon: as the Meaſtring- Reed, by which 
every thing in the houſe and worſhip of God is to be 
exactly adjuſted, that ſo Zion's fair bull ding may riſe, 
according to the pattern ſeen in the mount, while all 
the goings out, and comings in of Her highty fayoured 
inhabitants are divinely approved: as, the 7% by which 
every part of your experience is to be examined, that 
o the pure gold, and the worthleſs droſs may be diſ- 
tinguiſhed: and as the znerring Rule, by which your 
conduct as it reſpets God, your neighbour, and your- 


ſelves, in things civil or facred; may be regulated; that 
ſo a conſcience void of offence towards God 


and man, 
may be in ſome happy degree enjoy en. 


' This divine directory, this infalible guide is glue 
it ſtands in no need of any addition. To; introduce 
articles of faith, or modes of worſhip, unauthorized by 
the ſacred word, is one character of the ſon of per 
dition, and one branch of the myſtery of Ipiguity 5 
Human innovations in matters. of religion , have 
. Kindled: the fire of divine jealouſy, the flames of 


Coy 


which have burſt forth, and conſumed ths 


our holy 
4 To 
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of ſich impious deeds. Witneſs the awful aſs of 
Nadab. and Abihu. This event was deſigned to 
inculcate upon the minds of ſpectators, and of ſuc- - 
ceedin generations to the cloſe of time, an implicit 
n, in all matters of — to God's revealed | 

-—* 
As this divine rule "SAY no defect, fo it contains 


| nothing ſuperfluous. or improper. Undoubtedly ſome 
| things here . comparatively viewed, are of 
| 
| 
| 
| 


; greater importance than others: yet nothing that bears 
| the ſtamp of royal authority; no edit that is iſſued 
out EE the braad ſeal of Jehovah, ſhould ever be 

_ conſidered as a trifling article, or repreſented as a 
matter of indifference. While the weightier matters of 
the law, jud gment, mercy and faith, are regarded ac- 
cording to their native importance, even paying tithe of 
mint, aniſe and cummin, ſo long as God enjoined them, 
muſt not be omitted. If, when ſome articles of faith, 
ſome modes of worſhip are repreſented as indifftrent, no 
more is intended, than that comparatively viewed, they 
are not of equal importance with ſome others, in cer- 
: tain caſes, the fact will be allowed. But if this phraſe 
| means that ſuch doctrines or parts of worſhip are of zo 
| | importance; that the former may be belieyed, or diſ- 
| ieved; the latter praQticed or neglected, without any 

offence i in the ſight of God. — this is denied. utrality 
In religion, is by Chriſt himſelf, eternally edel. 
* that is not with me, is againſt me: and he that 

gathereth not with me, - ſcattereth abroad. 11 CLP 


2. This holy jealouſy i is accompanied with a pirit of 
3 Benevolence. Here love to God, is always at- 
tended with the ſame towards our neighbour. De- 
3 - Teendi Angels celebrated with b ſongs, the 

1 gol of Heaven towards men. aints feel a ſimilar 


| 44 
[| | 4 


427 10 It is a 3 thing i in the ſervice of God, to decline from 
+46 his own Inſtitutions; we have to do with a power which is wiſe 
? «to. preferibe his ow worſhip, juſt to require what he hath pre- 
| „ powerful to revenge what he hath not . er pwathy ot 
R $ Gontenip. on Nadab and Abihu. 

13 T Matt. Xi. 30. 


temper; 
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temper; and ſo far as this divine principle prevails, 
they exemplify it in all their actions. He that is joined 
to the Lord, is one ſpirit with him. Inſpired, brethren, 
with) this benevolent diſpoſition, you will readily deny 
yourſelves for a neighbour's good, and fo copy bis ex- 
ample who pleaſed vt himſelf ; but, — he was 
rich, became poor, that we through his poverty might 
be made rich. You will tenderly ſympathize with the 
afflicted, and according to your ability, as occaſion may 
require, manifeſtthe compaſſionate heart, employ the 
conſoling tongue, and ſtretch out the relieving hand. 
Cordially you will rejoice in the proſperity of a friend, 
nor envy his lot, though more favoured than your own. 
Earneſtly will you pray for the welfare of an enemy, 
"nor meanly inſult, though he may fall. In a word, 
chearfully you will aſſiſt in promoting where you can 
the temporal, but eſpecially the eternal intereſts of 
thoſe around you. And as the temporal concerns of 
men, contraſted with thoſe that are eternal, are infinitely 
lighter than a feather weighed in one ſcale, againſt the 
ponderous globe we inhabit, in the other, fo your atten- 
tion will be principally engaged by what relates to their 
immortal felicity. This will exerciſe your warmeſt 
feelings, and alternately excite your maſt painful fears, 
or moſt pleaſing hopes. „ 
Nor will this benevolent temper merely regard ſuch 
as are of your own ſociety, or thoſe incloſed in the 
ſmall circle of your perſonal acquaintance. The heart 
of a true chriſtian exhibits a fair commentary on the 
' ſecond table of the moral law. The queſtion was once 
* Who is my neighbour? By your neighbour, 
brethren, you do not ſimply mean. the man who lives 
at the next door; you mean a fellow creature, a mem- 
ber of the human race, let him be found wherever he 
may. Let him be an ignorant Negro, dwelling in the 
_ unexplored regions of Africa; or an untutored Savage, 
wandering in the inhoſpitable foreſts of America ; he is 
your fellow creature ; he is your neighbour; he is your 
brother. He has a Soul, —a Soul that will exiſt for 
ever za Soul that has intereſts equally important = | 
THIS = : | thoſ 


% 


thoſe of your own. And though the ability of your 
hand 3 very limited; wy, that of your heart. 
This poſſeſſes a power that approaches to a kind of in- 
finiey. Who can fix the bounds of thoſe benevolent 
wiſhes, that ſuch a heart can breathe ? It is enlarged, 
it expands, it heaves, it ſwells, it grows warmer and 
warmer. It can embrace a globe; It can ſtreteh its 
Aris like ſeas, and graſp in all the habitable ſhores.— 
"And what is its language? What are the ſentiments 
Ft utters? Liſten, liſten to the enchanting ſound : 
Let the earth be filled with the knowledge of the 

glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea.” | 

+» What a contraſt is this to that fire of Hell, to that 


'fpirit inhaled from beneath, which has brought thou- 


nds to die in forms the moſt painful and ignominious ! 
Vet ſuch characters have exif a „who have committed 
the bodies of their fellow-creatures to the flames, and 
_*configned their ſouls to eternal burnings, all under a 
| nce of zeal for God. Infinitely more amiable, 
Aud becoming the ſpirit of chriſtianity, was their con- 
duct, who ſubmitted with patience to the cruel ſtroke ; 
ho never returned reviling for reviling, but contrari- 
wiſe blefling for curſing. Such reſemble Stephen, who 
cloſtd his life praying for his murderers ; they reſemble 
Jeſus, who employed ſome of bis laſt moments, when 


enduring the agonies of death, in interceding\ for his 


9 ; a a : 3 bs 
_ «exucmers. 5 


3. It includes in it a reigning, a futerlative regard to 


"the intereft of Chrit. He has a kingdom in this world. 


Prue believers are members of it: ſubjects of Jeſus as 


| King in Zion. Theſe are loyal ſubjefts. They have 


tlie intereſt of their prince, and the proſperity of his 
kingdom at heart. Like the Pfalmiſt, they will de 
y to ſay, If I forget thee, O Jeruſalem, let my 


ght hand forget her cunning; if I do not remember 


«thee, let my tongue cleaye to the roof of my mouth, 
"If I prefer not Jeruſalem to my chief joy. 


This regard for the intereſt of Chriſt muſt be a 


_ - reigning, a ſuperlative one. It muſt lave the — 


C4 


dency in the heart. Jeſus admits of. no rival in the 


* 


breaſts of his ſubjects. An union between God and 


Mammon, between Chriſt and the world, has often 


(but always in vain) been attempted. It ſtands en- 
ated as an eternal law through his dominions, that 
unleſs a man hate his father, and mother, and wife, 
and children, and brethren, and ſiſters, yea, and his 
own life alſo, he cannot be his diſciple. The import 
of this language ſeems to be, that if the poſſeſſion of 
any one enjoyment, even life itſelf, ſhall” become in- 
conſiſtent with loyalty and fidelity to Jeſus, even that 
muſt be ſacrificed, as a_ proof 
attachment to him. 


Now while this temper is evidently. eſſential to the 
chriſtian. character, it is equally ſo. to a holy jealouſ 
for God's honour. Thoſe who are jealous for the Lord 
of Hoſts will feel a tender concern for his intereſt, and 
watch with keen attention every effort to injure his 
cauſe. Devoted to the ſervice of the Redeemer, they 


will habitually ſtudy how they may. promote the prot+. 


perity of his kingdom. This leads us in the, 
IIId. Place, to point out ſome of the methods in 

which this temper will diſcover itſelf. © 
4. It will be. ſeen in a ſeriaus attention to the intereſts 


of perſonal chriſtianity. ] ealouſy for God will be atteuded 


with jealouſy over yourſelves. You will ſeriouſly endea- 


* ” 


vour to prove all things, that you may hold: faſt that, 
and only that which is good. You will examine the; 
reality of your religion. You. will be ready to aſk. 
yourſelves, While I have a name to live, am I not 
_ « dead? Am I a poſſeſſor of a ne heart? Am I, born 
again? Am I.tranſlated from under the power of 
e darkneſs, into the kingdom of God's dear Son? Do. 
J poſitively. bear thoſe good fruits without Which 
“ like an unprofitable tree I muſt be hewn down, apd 
« caſt into the fire? Are my evidences. of perſonal 
& chriſtianity carefully collected from, and compared; 
« with the Scriptures? Have I the authority of God 

eto rank myſelf among the number of his children?” 
| * EE” £41 T3345 Ss | 45 Farther, 


of the reality of our 
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"Farther, you will examine the purizy of your reli gion: 
tis an unhappineſs, when wood, hay and ſtubble, are 
mingled with gold, filver and precious ſtones. Con- 
vinced of this, you will look to the purity of your Faith. 
Viewing the pernicious. effects of error, you will en- 
uire, © Are my ideas of truth, conformable: to. thoſe 
« exhibited in the ſacred volume? Do I in no inſtance 
« receive for doctrinès the commandments of men? 
« Did I take up my religious creed as I received a 
« name from my anceſtors; or did I ſearch the ſcrip- 
« tures, deiermined to buy the truth whatever. it colt 
e me, and never to fell it, whatever price any might 
« offer for it? — Have I adopted no miſtakes which 
ce ought to be renounced? Are there no farther views 
«than what I have already attained, whieh ought to be 
ce embraced? Let me ſearch the ſcriptures, knowing 
de rhey are profitable for doctrine, for reproof,« for correction, 
4% and fuſtruction in righte/ne/s, in order, that like the 
nan , God I may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed” unto 
J ĩð̊⁊ 
. BE 
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' You will look, brethren; to the purity of your expe- 
riante. Deeply ſenſible of the danger of corrupt mix- 
tures; the N of pride and ſelf-ſeeking being the 
real principles that influence your conduct, inſtead of a 
ſingle eye to the divine honour, you will look well to 
yvdͤrſelves. You will carefully inſpect your hearts, and 

examine with ſeverity the 57 of action, that lie hid 
from every human eye, You will put the query home, 
4 Is loves genuine love to God, an ingredient in my 
« religion? Is the true beauty of his character, the 
ce. err of my eſteem, or do I only love him from 
e ſome mean and ſelfich conſideration? Do I love him 
e for what he is in himſelf, as infinitely amiable in 
«© every diſcovery of his moral character, or only becauſe 
% T*look upon him as my friend, and conſider myſelf 
« "as intereſted in his favour?” Brethren, beware of ſelf- 
love, under the diſguiſe of profeſſed love to God. 7 
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1 
you love them that love you, what reward have ye? Do not 
even the publicans the ſame ? „ 
Vou will look into the purity of your vor /oip. With 
a vou will regard the divine precept, 

bat thing ſoever I command you, obſerve to do it: thou 
ſhall not add thereto, nor diminiſh from it F With ſacred 
_ awe you will conſider how God has manifeſted on various 
occaſions, his moſt tremendous jealouſy over poſitive 
inſtitutions, and puniſhed in the moſt alarming manner, 
deviations from his revealed will; deviations which in 
_ themſelves appeared very ſmall, but which acquired a 
magnitude beyond all conception, becauſe they were 
departures from the expreſs injunctions of the moſt 
high. Affectionately deſirous of approving yourſelyes 
as obedient children, whoſe fear towards Ged. is not 
taught by the precept of men, you will aſk your conſciences, 
4 What authority have: I for the manner in which I 
« worſhip God, and obſerve his ordinances? Do I copy 
the example of the adorable Jeſus, or have I in any 
« inſtance departed from that bleſſed pattern? Have 1 
6 ſtudied with impartiality the inſtructions he has given 
„ me in his divine word, or am I governed by the 
« opinion and practice of thoſe around me?” You 
ſhould remember, brethren, that every thing in religion 
is perſonal; that your conſcience is accountable to no 
maſter but Chriſt; that nothing can be performed in 
faith, but what he has enjoined; and that nothing will 
be accepted by him, but what he has commanded. 
You will look alſo to the purity of your wait. This 
1s an article of the utmoſt conſequence. It will be your 
concern to be blamele/s and harmleſs, the ſons of God- 
avithout rebuke in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe gen- 
eration,” among whom ye ſhine as lights in the world, holding 
forth the word of life. Here the credit of your pro- 
feſſion is deeply intereſted. Convinced of this you will 
conſcientiouſly regard the qr of juſtice and 
equity in all your civil affairs. You will attentively 
adhere to the golden rule, all rhings whatſoever ye "—_ 
* Matt. V. 45 6. : + Deut. xii. 32. | 4 Phil. ii. 155 16. pf 
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that men ſbould do to you, do ye even fo to them. In a 
word, clearly convinced of the imperfection of your 
knowledge of yourſelves, and fully ſatisfied that in many 
* caſes you are improper judges of your own actions, yet 
beholding the equity, and diſcerning the goodneſs of 
every divine requirement, you will be ready to fay, 
"Search me O Gd, and know my heart: try me, and know 
"my thoughts; and fee if there be any wicked way in me, 
ud lead me in the way everlaſting. F a 
2. Tt will be ſeen in fervent prayer for the pouring 
+ of the divine Spirit. This is the. grand promiſe of the 
new teſtament, as the coming of Chriſt was of the old. 
His influences are the ſoul, the great animating ſoul of 
all religion. _ Theſe withheld, divine ordinances are 
empty ciſterns, and ſpiritual graces are withering flowers. 
Theſe ſuſpended, the, greateſt human abilities labour in 
vain, and the nobleſt efforts fail of ſucceſs. 
Look into the new teſtament. There you find a 
Paul brought up at the feet of Gamaliel; an Apollos 
who poſſeſſed in an eminent degree the powers of 
-oratory 3 a Peter whoſe heart burned with the zeal of a 
Seraph; and a John Whoſe ſoul was animated in eyery 
i power by the ſpirit of his divine maſter: yet hear one 
1 of them, in the name of all the reſt, when giving 
i account of their labours, faying, neither is be that 
God that 


1 plantethh any | thing, nor he that watereth, but 
0 giveth the increaſe. t? DS) Crt og Oh d 
l -. Your obſervation. and experience will perfectly har- 
= monize with theſe ſentiments. Anxious fo ſee the ad- 
4 vancement of the Redeemer's kingdom, you will give 
1 vent to your fervent deſires by warm addreſſes at a throne 
- of Grace. When you hear the ſolemn charge, originally 
W - addreſſed more immediately to thoſe who miniſter in 
_  rſanRuary ſervices, e bat make mention of the Lord keep not 
Kllence, and give him no reſt, until he eftabliſh, and until be 
male Jeruſalem a praiſe in the earth, & you will be ready 
to envy their employ; to wiſh for a kind of partnerſhip 
in the buſineſs, and each ſay, for Zion's/ake will I "= 
Matt. vii. 12. + + Pfal. cRxix. 23, 4. 
2 x Cor. iii. 7. § Ifai. xii. 6, 7. 


(+ þ 
Bold my Place, "aid? for Firuſalem's ſalt, I will not raft 
until the righteouſneſs thereof go forth as brightneſs, and the 


Jalvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.® 
Some who move in the lower orders of life, who find 
it difficult ſometimes to provide things honeſt in the 
ſight of all men, are often ready to ſay, what can I 

do? I am ſo poor in the world I can do nothing: or 1 
gladly would. If you mean as you ſay; if you are 
thoroughly honeſt and do not ſecretly pleaſe yourſelves 
'll- . with the thought, that your circumſtances are ſuch that 
nothing can be expected from you: if you have really 

a mind to work, here is employ. You have as free 

acceſs to the throne of Grace as any. If you can do. 
nothing for Zion, you may ſpeak to the king on her 
behalf. In this way you may as effeQtually ſerve the 
intereſts of Chriſt by your prayers, as the rich with their 
purſes. Take the hint. Go home. Put it into practice, 

as an evidence of the truth of what you pie 9013" hp 


3. It, will he ſeen in a diligent endeavour to promote 
the cauſe of Chriſt in the world. A cauſe divinel 
excellent! A cauſe which ſhould warm the hearts, and 
influence the conduct of the Redeemer's followers. An 
attention to this is immediately, yet not merely the work. 
of miniſters. While theſe take the lead, they ought 
to be ſeconded and ſupported by the vigorous efforts, 
of all the friends of truth and holineſs. Animated by 
the principle in our text, ſuch will be ready to ſay to 
their miniſters, as the men of Iſrael ſaid 1 ere when 
an important affair was to be undertaken, ariſe, for this 
mutter belongeth unto thee, we alſo avill be with thee, be of 
| good courage and do it. T“. V 
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Faving your fouls enlivened by this: diſpoſition, you 
will each ſtudy your ſtation, and what can be done in 
it. Vou haye each a place to occupy, 4: poſt to main- 
tain. Fill up the place, make good the poſt where you 
are ſtationed. For inſtance, you who are heads of 
families; great is the truſt repoſed in your hands. Your. 
children, your ſervants, claim your attention. Their 
| health, A 
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_ health, their temporal concerns, lie near. your hearts: 


The feelings of humanity, - the - diftates of natural 
affection, ade you. thus . Mat you, profeſs to be 
chriftians. And if your hearts are influenced by the 

inciples of ' chriſtianity, your practice will corre (pohd. 
with your profeſſion. So doing you will pay a due re- 
garck to the eternal intereſts of your domeſtics. The 
example of Abraham, approved by heaven, and re- 
corded in the page of ſacred hiſtory, will be admired: 
and imitated. I AD, faith Jehovah, that Be avill com- 
mand his children and ' his houſehold after bim, and. they, ; 
ſhall keep the way of th Lord to do juftice and judgment. 
Were we to take a view of the numerous orders in 
human ſociety, and. the diſtin& obligations of each in, 
a religious view, we ſhould carry the ſubje& beyond the 
limits now aſſigned. Suffice it to remark, that every: 

one; has a proper line in which he ſhould walk, and ſome. 
pecular privilege which ſhould be improved. The part 
which every individual acts, is of importance, as the 
Imalleſt wheel, the minuteſt pin in a watch, is of con- 
ſequence to the regular movement of the whole ma- 
ehine. Even you that are ſervants are repeatedly ex- 
horted-ſo to act, that yd may adorn the doctrins of Gn 
our Saviour. in all ibingu. fg 
James addreſſed his Epiſtle to thoſe that were /catrered. 
abroad. 1 This is the common lot of God's people. 

- Certainly it is to anſwer ſome wiſe end in the general 

= - plan of divine providence. Nor is it perhaps hard. to 

| determine what this may be. Are they not the Sal. of * 

[0 the earth? It is, hor proper that the Salt ſhould Te all = 

i in one heap. It ſho be ſcattered: abroad. Are they | 

| not the Ligbt of the world? Theſe taken colleQively- 

=  fhould; like the Sun, endeavour to enlightentthe whole 

4 _ earth As all the rays, however, that each can emit, 
are limited in their extent, let them be difperſed, that 
thus the whole l illuminated. Are they 

not Fitneſes for God? It is neceſſury they be diſtributed 

upon every hill, and every mountain, in order . 

. !!! Mes act a P, | Iound- 
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found may go into all the earth, and their words unts 
the ends of the world. $0 TORE ls 
Brethren, is it not to the laſt degree deſireable, that 
theſe characters ſhould be. illuſtrated; that thefe ends 
ſhould be accompliſhed? Nathing, nothing will prompt 


' you on ſo to act, like the divine paſſion, the celeſtial 
fire, that burned in the boſom, and blazed in the life 
It is time to finiſh. A few minutes and T have done, 
How would ſuch a temper, tend to promote your own 
comfort ;—make happy all the friends of God around 
you z—and promote the intereſts of religion - Ves, 
brethren, this divine temper would eminently tend to 
promote your own comfort. It will inſpire your minds 
with a holy chearfulneſs, amidſt all your labours and 
foils. Numerous diſcouragements, that now damp 
your ſpirits, would never be felt. Activity and pleaſure, 
would here be found united. The lukewarm profeſſor 
may drag on, but like Pharoah's chariots when the 
wheels were off, it will be heavily; while the vigorous, 
the active follower of Jeſus, mounts upon the wings of 
eagles, and as he aſcends, ſings the fongs of ſeraphs.— 
It will tend to make happy all the friends of God around 
you. Theſe beholding your 3 ardour, will be 
filled with holy joy. Nejoicing to Teeyou come up to the 
help of the Lord againſt the '"mghty; they will chearfully 
ive you the. right hand of fellowſpip. Theſe, like 
1 arnabas, will be glad, when they thus ſee the grace of 
Ca. Devils may hate; wicked men may laugh; formal 
profeſſors may perſecute; but theſe will open their arms 
open their hearts to embrace you.—In a word; this will 
tend ta promote the intereſts of religion in the world. 
The cauſe of Chriſt will proſper; he muſt increaſe; 
his kingdom ſhall come. But, though he is, indebted 
to none, he kindly condeſcends to employ his people in 
accompliſhing theſe glorious purpoſes. What love, 
what zeal, what activity become you when thus em- 
ployed! Animated with TJealou/y for the Lord God of 
Hoſts, you will be /ike the Sun, when he goeth forth in his 
ſtrength ; or like an army 3 abith banners. un | 
% | 


1 


the divine ſmile, Satan will fall before you like lightning 
from heaven ; his power be broken; his policy con- 
founded: while the empire of Jeſus ſhall advance; his 
Kingdom ariſe ; and the crown'flouriſh upon his head. 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye ftedfaſt, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye 
now that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. | 
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SERMON, 


By ANDREW FULLER. 


Ha 1. 


Tuvs SPEAKETH THE Loxb o Hosre, $4716, Ty 115 


PEOPLE SAY, THE TIME IS NOT COME, THE TIME THAT 
THE Loxp Ss. HOUSE SHOULD D mr.. 


HEN the ie of Judah were delivered 


the hearts of the people were much ſet upon. It was 


not however to be accompliſhed at once; and as the 
worſhip of God was a matter of immediate and indiſ- 

penſible concern, they fet up an altar, on which to 
offer ſacriſices, and offerings, all 8 time as tlie 
temple ſhould be built. Cf 


In the ſecond year after their return, the foundation | 
of the Lord's hoſe was laid; but oppoſition Sing 


made to it by the adverſaries of 3 and Benjamin 


the work ceaſed all the days of Cyrus, until . reign ä 
of Darius, commonly diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
5 Dariuu-Hpfaſpis. During this period, which ſeems to 


"y have 


from their captivity, and allowed by the pro- 
clamation of Cyrus to return to their own 
land one of the principal things which attracted their 
attention was the re- building of the houſe of God, 
which had been deſtroyed by the Bab ylonians. This 
was a work which Cyrus himſelf err and which _ 
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have been about fourteen years, the people ſunk into a 
ſpirit of indifference. At firſt they deſiſted from ne- 
ceſſity; but afterwards, their attention being turned to 
the building and ornamenting of houſes for themſelves, 
they ſeemed very well contented that the houſe of the 
Lord ſhould lie waſte. For this their temper and con- 
duct, the land was ſmitten with barrenneſs; ſo that 
both the vintage and the harveſt failed them. God 
alſo. raiſed up Haggai and Zechariah to go and re- 
monſtrate againſt their ſupineneſs; and the efforts of 
theſe two prophets were the means of ſtirring up the 
people to reſume the work.“ 5 
The argument which the people uſed againſt build - 
ing the houſe of God, was, that the time was not come. 
It is poſſible they waited for a counter order from the 
Perſian court; if ſo, they might have waited long 


enough. A work of that nature ought to have been 


* 


| | Og rr of their own accord ; at leaſt they ſhould 
have tried. It did not follow, becaufe they were 
hindered once, therefore they ſhould never ſucceed. 
Or, perhaps, they meant to plead their preſent weak- 
neſs and poverty.—Something like this ſeems, to be im- 
-plied in the fourth verſe, where they are reminded that 
they had-ſtrength enough to build and ornament houſes 
for themſelves. ' It looks as if they wifhed to build, and 
.lay by fortunes for themſelves and their families, and 
:zhen, at ſome future time, they might contribute for 
the building of the houſe of God, 
There is ſomething of this procraſtinating ſpirit that 
runs through a great part of our life, and is of great 
detriment to us in the work of God. We know of 
many things that ſhould be done, and cannot in con- 
ſcience directly oppoſe them; but ſtill we find excuſes 
for our inactivity. While we admit that many things 
mould be done which are not done, we are apt to quiet 
=aurſelves with the thought that they need not be done 
ai now.—The time is not come, the time that the Lord's 
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In diſcourſing to you upon the ſubject, brethren, I 
ſhall take notice of a few of the moſt remarkable caſes 
in which this ſpirit is diſcovered, —and then endeavour 
to ſhew its evil nature, and dangerous tendency. 


In reſpedt to the CASES, OR INST ANCES, IN WHICH IT 78 
DISCOVERED, a ſmall degree of obſervation on mankind, 
and of reflection upon the workings of our own hearts, 
will furniſh us with many of theſe, and convince us of 
its great influence on every deſcription of men, in almoſt 
all their religious concerns—Particularly, | 


Firſt, It is by this plea that a great part of mankind. 
are conſtantly deceiving themſelves in reſpect to à ſerious 
attention to their foul: concerns. The concerns of our 
ſouls are doubtleſs of the laſt importance; and there 
are times in which moſt men not only acknowledge this 
truth, but in ſome ſort feel the force of it. This is 
the caſe eſpecially with thoſe who have had a religious 
education, and have been uſed to attend upon the 
preaching of the goſpel. They hear from the pulpit 
that men mu? be born again, muff be converted, and 
become as little children, or never enter into the king- 
dom of God. Or the fame things are impreſſed upon 
them by ſome threatening affliction, or alarming pro- 
vidence. * They feel themſelves at thoſe times very un- 
happy; and it is not unuſual for them to reſolve upon 
a facrifice of their former fins, and a ſerious and cloſe 
attention in future to the affairs of their ſouls. They _- 
think, while under theſe impreſſions, they will con- 
ſider their ways, they bil enter their cloſets, and ſhut 
to the door, and pray to the Lord that he would have 
mercy upon them ; but alas, no ſooner do they retire 
from the houſe of God, or recover from their affliction, 
but the impreſſion begins to ſubſide, and then matters 
of this ſort become leſs welcome to the mind. They 
muſt not be utterly rejected, but are let alone for ibe 

Preſent. As conſcience becomes leſs alarmed, and danger 

is viewed at a greater diſtance, the ſinner by degrees 

recovers himſelf from his fright, and diſmiſſes his re- 
ligious concern in ſome ſuch manner as Felix did his 

1 ä reprover; 
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44 | | 
reprover; Go, thy-<vay for this time, when 1 have à con- 
wenient ſeajun, 1 will ſend for the,  * 
ae 
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77 with the ardent yourh.—In the hour of 
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It is thus wil 
ſerious reflection he feels that religion is of importance; 
but his heart, ſtill averſe to what his conſcience recom- 
mends, riſes againſt the thought of facrificing the prime 
of life to the gloumy duties of prayer and ſelf-denial. 
He does not reſolve ve ver to attend to theſe things, but 
the time does not ſeem to be come. He hopes that God 
Almighty will excuſe him 2 e years at leaſt, and im- 
pute his exceſſes to vouthful folly and. imbecility.— It is 
thus with the nan of bu/ine/s.—There are times in which 
he is obliged. to retire from the hurry of life; and at 


thoſe times thoughts of another life may arreſt his 


a 


and the intricate affairs are terminated, then it ſhall 
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attention. Conſcience at thoſe intervals may ſmite him 
for his Iiving without prayer, without reflection, with- 
out God in all his thoughts; and what is his remedy? - 
Does he lament his fin, and implore mercy through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt? No, nor ſo much as promiſe to for- 
fake it immediately; but this he promiſes, that when 
this buſy time is over, and that favourite point is gained, 


be otherwiſe.—It is thus with perſons in Angle life, they 


will be better when they get ſettled in the world ;—it 


is thus with the incumbered parent, ſhe looks forward to 


the time when her family ſhall get off her hands yea, 


it is thus with the gruntard and the debauchee, | wearied 
in their own way, they intend to lead a new life as ſoon 


as they can but ſhake: off their old connexions ;—in 


ſhort, it is thus with great numbers in all pur towns, 


and villages, and congregations, they put off the great 
concern to another time, and think they may venture 
at leaſt a little longer, till all is over with them, and a 


dying hour 
| | parable, i: 
But, Secondly, This plea not only affects the uncon- 
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Juſt awakens them, like the virgins in the 
bitter reflection on their own fatal folly. 


verted, but prevents us all from undertaking any great or 

good work for the cauſe of Chriſt, or the good of mankind.— 
We ſee many things that ſhould be done, but/ _ are 
ELF ELL | 5 > . diffi ICU ties 
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difficulties in the way, and we wait for theſe difficulties 


being all removed. We are very apt to indulge a kind 


of prudent caution (ſo we call it) which foreſees and 
magnifies di 
is granted there may be ſuch things in the way of an 
undertaking, as may render it impractieable, and in 
that caſe it is our duty for the preſent to ſtand ſtill; but 
it becomes us to beware leſt we account that imprac- 
ticable which only requires ſuch a degree of exertion 
as we are not inclined to give it.— Perhaps the work 
requires expence, and coveteouſneſs ſays, wait a little 
longer, till I have gained fo and fo in trade, till T have 
rendered my circumſtances reſpectable, and ſettled my 
children: comfortably in the world. But is not this like 
cieling our own houſes, while the houſe of God lies 
_ waſte?—Perhaps it requires concurrence, and we wait for 
every body being of a mind, which is never to be ex- 
pected. He who through a dread of oppoſition and 
reproach, deſiſts, from known duty, is in danger 'of 
being found amongſt the Farfiul, the unbelieving, and 
#he abominable, s ; 7 Tr ny 


Flad Luther, and his cotemporaries, ated. upon this 
Principle, they had never gone about the glorious work 
of Reformation. When he ſaw. the abominations of 
popery, he might have ſaid, * Theſe things ought not 
to be, but what can I do? If the chief priefts and 
rulers in different nations would but unite, ſomething 
might be effected, but what can 1 do, an individua 
an: 


a poor man? I may. render. myſelf .an obje&.of 


perſecution, or, which is worſe, of univerſal contempt, 
and what good end will be anſwered by it?” Had 
Luther reaſoned thus, had he fancied that becauſe 
princes. and prelates were not the firſt to engage in the 


good work, therefore the time was: not come to build. 


the houſe of the Lord; the houſe of the Lord, for any 
thing he had done, might have lain waſte to this day. 


1 Inſtead of waiting for the removal of difficulties, we 
ought in many caſes to conſider them as purpoſely laid 
in our. way, in order to try the ſincerity of our * 

; * 8 x 1 4 S 


fficulties beyond what they really are. It 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


( #2 ) 


He who had all power in heaven and earth, could have 
not only ſent forth his apoſtles into all the world, but 
_ have ſo ordered it that all the world ſhould treat them 
- with.kindnefs, and aid them in their miſſion; but inſtead 
of that, he told them to lay their accounts with perſe- 
cution and the loſs of all things. This was, no doubt, 
to try their ſincerity ; and the Reute laid in our 
way are equally deſigned to try ours. | 


Let it be conſidered whether it is not owing to this 
88 that ſo few and ſo feeble efforts have been made 
r the propagation of the goſpel in the world. When 
the Lord Jeſus commiſſioned his apoſtle, he commanded 
them to G0 and teach all nations, to preach the goſpel to 
every creature; and that notwithſtanding the difficulties 
and oppoſitions that would lie in the way. The apoſtles 
executed their commiſſion with aſſiduity and fidelity; 
but ſince their days we ſeem to ſit down half contented 
that the greater part of the world ſhould ſtill remain in 
ignorance and idolatry. Some noble efforts indeed 
have been made, but they are but ſmall in number 
when co — 4 with the n of the object. And 
why is it ſo? Are the "fouls of men of leſs value than 
heretofore? No. Is chriſtianity leſs true, or lefs im- 
portant than in former ages? This will not be pre- 
tended. - Are there no opportunities for ſocieties, or 
individuals in chriſtian nations, to convey the goſpel.to 
the heathens ? This cannot be pleaded fo long as op- 
unities are found to trade wick them, yea, and what 
i diſgrace to the name of chriſtians, to buy them, and 
fell them, and treat them with worſe than ſavage bar- 
_ We have opportunities in abundance; the 
of navigation, and the maritime and 
os turn of this country, furniſh us with theſe? 
and it deferves to be conſidered, whether this is not a 
circumſtance that renders it a dun peculiarly bindin 8 
| _ =” - 


The truth is, if I am not miſtaken, we wait for we 
ds not what; we ſeem to think te time is not come; 
| at ak the ö penis us be pouret down MO g. We 

* pray 
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pray for the gonverſion and ſalvation of the world, and 

neglect the ordinary means by which thoſe ends have 
(om uſed io be accompliſhed. It ; pleaſed God, here - 
tofore. by the | fooliſhneſs of preaching, to ſave them 
that believed; and there is reaſon to t ink it will ſtall 
pleaſe God to work by that diſtinguiſhed mean. Ought 
we not then to try, at leaſt, by ſome means, to convey 
more of the good. tidings of ſalvation to the world 
around us, than have hitherto been conveyed? The 
encouragement. to the heathen, is ſtill in force, Vuoso- 
EVER, SHALL GALL UPON-THE NAME OF THE LORD SHALL. 
2 SAVED 3. but bow ſhall they call en him in whom they 
have not Selber ? And e Gall they believe in him of 


<vhom they. hawe not heard? And how ſhall they bear wwitha_ 
out 4 preacher ® And how fhull they preach 8 182 be 


ent; Rom. x. 13—15-*. 
Let it be farther conſidered, „becher it is not n 


to this principle that ſo few and ſo: feeble. efforts are : 
made for the propagation of the oſpel in places within - 


our, reach.—There are many dark places in our own 


land, places. where prieſts and people it is to be feared _ 


are 8 deſtitute of true religion, all looking. to their 


2 away, every one for þis gain from his guarter. Were 
ery. friend of Jeſus. Chriſt to avail himſelf of that 
9 5 5 which the laws of his country allow him, and 


embrace every opportunity for the diſſemination of 
evangelical principles, what effects might we hope to 


W Were arg (rae ier of tha goſpel to make a þ 


point 


a] 1 06 tory to ſee this ſubject more e folly: handled by my 
3 friend the Rev. Mr. CARE, of Leiceſter, whoſe heart fer 


ſome: years has been much in it. It may not be amiſs to inform the 


reader, that at the time of the above diſcourſe being delivered, Mr. 
Carty was preſent, After worſhip, when the miniſters were t 


gether, he moved the queſtion, 64 Berber zmetb ing might not be done. 


in the way 75 ſending the geſpel into the beatben world ?”* It was well 
knovvn at the ſame time that Mr. Cars Y bad written a judicious 
piece upon the ſubject, which he had by him in manuſcript, ſhew- 


ing the duty of chriſtians in that matter, and the practicability of 


the endertaking. It was therefore ag;ced, as the firſt ſtep. proper 
to he taken, 'that Mr. CAS EY be fequeſled to reviſe and print his 
manuſcript, The piece is expected to be out in a n aud 
the price will probabiy be about 18. 6d. 
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$oins of preaching as often as poſſible in the villages 
within his reach; and were thoſe. private 5 who 
are ſituated in ſuch villages to open their doors for 
preaching, and recommend the goſpel by a ho fad 
affectionate behaviour, mi ht we not hope to ſee the 
wilderneſs become as a fruitful field? Surely in theſe 
matters we are too negligent.— And when we do preach 
to the unconverted, we do not feel as if we were to do 
any good. We are as if we knew not how to get at the 
hearts and conſciences of people. We caſt the net, 


without ſo much as expecting a draught. We are as 
thoſe who cannot find their hands in the day of battle; 


who go forth not like men inured to conqueſt, but 


rather like thoſe inured to defeat. Whence ariſes all 
this? Is it not awing, at leaſt a conſiderable degree of 
it, to a notion we have, that zhe 955 Fs not come Tor rid | 
OR conſiderable to be effected? N a0 3! 


Thirdly, It is this plea that "INE wits Fla Fublic 
profeſſion of religion, .by à practical \nckndwledgtment "of 
Chriſt requires of the follewers that they confeſs 
nis name before men, that they be baptized; and com- 
memorate his dying love in the ordinance of the Supper. 
Vet there are many who conſider themſelves as chriſ- 


tians, and are con ſidered ſo by others, who ſtill live in 


the neglect of theſe ordinances. I ſpeak not now of 
thoſe who conſider themſelves as having been baptized 
in their infancy, but of ſuch who admit adult immerſion 
to be the only true baptiſm; and yet da not praftice it, 


nor hold communion with any- particular church of 


Chriſt... It is paioful to think there ſhould be a deſcrip- 
tion of profetied. chriſtians who live in the negle& of 
Chriſt's. commands. What can be the motives of ſuch 
neglect? Probably they are yarious ; there is one, how- 
ever, that muſt have fallen under your obſervation, 
that i is, he want of eme poaberful impreffion upon the mind, 

 ampelling them, as it avere, to a:compliance. Many perſons 
wait or ſomething of this fort, and becauſe they go 
from year to year without it, conclude that the time is 
not come, Or that it is not the mind of God that they 
all comply with . GAs 1 leaſt To oy: | 

80 
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is impreſled;. otherwiſe: they ileſerve no regards hut be 


they as deſirahle as they: may, 2 of: them can 


never juſtify our living in the neglect of knomn duty. 


Nor are they at all adapted to ſhewus what is dutyy/ but 


merely to excite to the performance of that which ma 
be proved to be duty without hem. We might as well. 
wait for impreſſions, and conclude from the want of 
them that the time is not come for the performance of 
other duties, as thoſe of baptiſm and the Lord's upper. 


Some are Kept from 4 public profeffion 'of Chriſt's 


name by mere mercenaty motives. i They have relations 


and friends that would be offended. The. Fear of being 


diſinherited, or injured in ſome fort as to Wor dly cir- | 


cumſtances, has made many a perſorckeep his principles 
to himſelf, till ſuch time as the party whoſe diſpleaſure 
he fears ſhall be removed out of the way. r 


and will 10 doubt ex 
repentance” for it, to a being 

His Father at tile faſt day. Lord, . . e abi, fell 
Wee, Bur Tet mi firſt ge. 2% By | eee me" fi 
£ ant bid them Farrell who avt at | 


if he die 5 ithout 


me—— Nv man havin 
 backas- a ger the ki 


- Fourthly, lt ist plea.that ke T vs pm rough 
757 examination, A 151 


put hit band Se 


even in the greateſt of Le mne 

frequent, enquiry into nto our. ſpiritual ſtate. blog 
rye, It is a dangerous as well as an: uncomfortable 
| e e always an, ER not: 1 at, NDOT. 
| we here we / are, hit 4 55 ede PETS. > 
ſeaſons too, . hich, 8 0g} orta 
Juiryy and 
A cry our —— and ö 
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preſents. Impreflions, it is 
allowed, are deſirable, provided it be truth or duty that 


his is 
wieked, xs it amounts to a detiiatof Chritt befote men, 


deica Hy, Chr ere 


. ys another,” 
eſus anſavered, Let the dead bury their 2 ID thou + 

ores. ] 
meyer! P) a e „ 
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more cloſely: with God. Such. ach thoughts will occur. 
——_ heae niatters urged. home upon: us from the 
p or When ſome. affecting de draws off our 
: — from the” preſent: world, and cauſes us to 
reſſect upon ourſelves for our inordinate anxiety after 
it, We think of living otherwiſe than we have done; 
hut when we come te put our thoughts into execution, 
we find a number of fficulties in . which too 
often deter us, at leaſt for th preſent, „ Here is an 
undertakia that muſt firſt be accompliſhed before I can 
bat u; here is alſo a troubleſomè affair chat I muſt 
through before I can be compgſed; and then, here 
| 34525 that I know not How to get 11 
Ai. I wait a little longer, perhaps they may be 
ren Aas, Alas, thus we befool ourſelyes! f 
put it off to auother time, till the. W 0 on 
our Ly rug are worn off, hog Po then we-are. leſs able to 
- at 210 „er Fe poere at firſts, As one 
Kara gs :b Aeta and the, 
SOLE hich Þ 15 
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corner for death, a being) ready) ben ge op hall 
2 ,—There is nothing 5 that Chriſt hay more forcibly 

_ etijoltied tian this duty. Hr vt te Fey, fort. ſuch an 
Et vi e the Sor, man Orr ogg 7 foo: 


= \ Jou ay unto" all; wwatc 

diat 921 feel che forte of theſe ct | 
_— to habitual watchfulnefs and Pray Alelf- 
denial ; ahd Walking with God? Why are not as men 
; iid Walt or the. of their Lord? 8 


a-fecret' t, that the time is nat come? We k 
we 8 U bit but we conſider it us ſomet hin at 4 Ne 
; and tt | . — that pur Lord % yeth his 
5 AE, we delay to pre 0 et E 8 ar be 
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— he findeth us in Teonfſion. Inſtead of A. 0 
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33 i} 
in a — — — Putfuits ob >the neglect of 
.thoſe things, which, hotwithſtanding the neceſſary 
avoeations "life, ought always: r 
attentiofi. 
3 let us next proceed to conſider the 2YiL N4TURE, 


DANGER O05: TaNDaNcr of this nen | 


"temper: . * BDu HET wt 


I need not” y We t6/prove to-you that ir ie a fl 
The canſcience of every one of yo will aſſiſt me in tf 
part of the work. It is proper however, in order that 

you may feel it the more forcibly, chat youThoule cull 
ſider wherein its evil nature conſiſts. | 


Firſt, It is contrary to the tenor: of al God's ? 1 
mandments. . All through the feriptures we are quired 
i to" attend” to divine*t ting immetfiatehy, and thout 
delay; Mord while lit is lk Yo Way ;* rhe. agb comelbᷣ 
A ae mn can 9H de, i, "ye <vill bear Bir vote, 
hafttn not your hearts bil ye have the light, believe in 


the light, that ye may be the children of light—Whatftrver 


thy: Seng: irc? to de, do it with thy might; for there ig mo 
dert, nor deciee, nor 


g n nor wi/dom in e 
ieee 4 * H Nin 


= not only een N 


Poor tativns of afliiHivnis which plaeed in our 

. The terms of Uiſcipleſhip: hee, deny 'thy/elf, late 
up thy croſs, and follow me. He ddes not call upon us 

* follow him barely when there are no troubles, hr 

- Uifficultivs to encouifter, nor allow us when thoſe ff 

ficulties occur to Wait a: fairer opp unity 

our croſs as it were upon our ſhoulders, 


ation as.a41poſt in which God hath placed us, and in 
aubiebh he calls upon us to. ſetve and glorify. him if we 
are poor, we are required to glorify. God by gamer 


ment; if afflicted, by , patiehce; if bereaved, hy 
dre if perſecuted, hy firmneſs; if jun y 
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hes wet 40 to 
do quickly, but calls us to ferve hit p ticularly amt 


; hüt toitake 
and % follow 
bim. It would be of uſe for us toiconſitler ever Jitu- 
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a) 


orgivenets 567 if tempted, by denying "ourſelves for 
his fake: Nor can theſe 2 be performed at any 
other times 3 to put them off therefore to another op- 
portunity is the me thing in e 
5 ply with them at all. 


- Secondly; To put off things to another time jaiþlies 


rene do ſo, except in things wherein we have no 

ht. ; Whatever our hearts are ſet we are for 

pling no time till it is accompliſhed. _ If the people of 

5 . 

another occaſion, they would not have pleaded that the 

time was wit come. Sinful delay therefore ariſes from 

| alimation of A5 Ged, TAX which Send no be 
8 Jade dee in fig Wh, Pda 
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Wer, 


1 5 mu op- 

I les led. aul les recall "I {Ig ae op 
1 1 here are opportunities | poſſeſſed both \ by faints 
and finners is from the ſcriptures. The former 
miglit de ed re, more for God than they do; and 
might enjoy much more of God and heaven than they 
oaQually enjoy fend no doubt it yould beſo, were it not 


er eee temper of which we have ſpoken. 
Eike the Iſraelites, we are ſlothful to go up to poſſeſs 


1 «the good land. Many are the opportunities both of 
+ doing and enjoying good that have already paſſed by. 
O. What chriſtians might we have been before now, 
had we but availed ourſelves of all thoſe advantages 

which the goſpel diſpenſation,. and the tree eite of 

v/OUT, | ion, afford 1 us! 4 ae £3345 X68 287 
-5: Sinners alſo as long as life laſts, have opportunity bt 
veſcaping! from the Wrath to come. Hence they are ex- 
_ *Horted to „et the: Lord while he may Ge found, and to call 
| pon bim while le is mar. Hence alſo there is a door re- 
Preſented as being at preſent oper, which the maſter of tbe 
. +» -wiif one day rie up and Hut. The fountain is de- 
b Nenne 
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a lunking diſlike to the things themſelves. We do notor- 


by 


Co). 


but there is a period approaching when it ſhall be'faid, 
- He that is filthy, let him be filthy Aan“ It ſeems ſearcely | 
in the power of language to expreſs the danger of dela 20 
in terms more forcible and impreſſive than thoſe which | 
are ufed in the above paſſages.—Nor is there any thing 
in the idea that claſhes with the ſcripture- doctrine of 
"decrees. All allow'that men have opportunity in natural 
things to do what they do not, and to obtain what the 
bobtaln not; and if this can be made to confiſt with an 
* univerſal providence, which performeth the things that 
are appointed for ur; why ſhould not the other be allowed 
to conſiſt with the purpoſes of him who does nothin 
without a plan, but worteth all things after the counſel 7 
his own will? A price is in the hands of thoſe who 
O O thoughtleſs ſinner, trifle no longer with the mur- 
der of time! time, ſo ſhort and uncertain in its du- 
ration; the morning of your exiſtence; the mould in 
which you receive an impreſſion ſor eternity, the only 
period in which the Son of Man hath power to forgive 
fins! Should the remaining part of your life paſs away 
in the ſame careleſs manner as that has which 1s already 
_ elapſed, what bitter reflection muſt needs follow! How | 
cutting it muſt be to look back on all the means of ſal- | 
vation as gone for ever; the harveſt paſt, the ſummer 
ended, and you not d ff 88 
Suppoſe a company, at the time of low water, ſhould . 
take an excurſion upon the ſands-near the Sea ſhore 
. Suppoſe yourſelf, of the company—Suppoſe, that on a 
preſumption of the tide's not returning at preſent, you 
| ſhould all fall afleep—Suppoſe all the company, except 
yourſelf, to awake out of their ſleep, and finding their 
danger, endeavour towawakte/you, and to perſuade you 
to flee with them for your life—But you, like the 
ſluggard, are for à liitle more fleep, and a little more um- 
ber—the conſequence is, your companions eſcape, but 
you are left behind to periſh in the waters, which, re- 
gardleſs of all your cries, riſe and overwhelm Zu 
* Ifai. lv. 6, 7. Luke xiii. 25. Zech. Xili. 1. Rev. Xxii. 1 


. 


— 


9 5 


2 What. a fitoativ would: FTE ST How would you cars 


e Ba FE 
» RACES >. oh Le 
Weis; 9 W- 
J r 
4 : 


(h 


that love of ſleep that made you refuſe 0 be awaked, 
that delaying. temper that wanted to-indulge a little 
longer! But what is this ſituation compared with that 
of à loſt ſoul? There will come a period when the 
bottom of the ocean would be deemed a refuge; when 
tobe cruſhed under falling rocks and mountains inſtead 


of being viewed with terror as heretofore, will be ear- 


neſtly deſired! Ves, deſired, but defired in vain! The 
ſinner who hath acglected the great ſalvation will not be 
able to gſcape, nor hide himſelf. from the face of him that 
 fetteth- upon the throne, nor from the-wrath gf the lamb ! 
My dear heaters! Conſider your condition without 
delay God fays to you, To day if ye will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts Jo day may be the only day 
vou have to live Oo home, enter the cloſet, and ſhut 
to the door confeſs your fins—implore mercy through 


our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt Kii the Son let he be angry, and 


Js periſh: from the way, when hit æurath is finaled but a 
ul; bled are all they that put their raft in bin- - 
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